The use of neuroscience to improve education has been considered by researchers and practitioners alike. However, workable solutions that lead to improvements in research and practice are yet to emerge. As newly qualified educational neuroscientists, our experiences dictate that the progress in this field relies upon 'Educational Neuroscience' being recognised as a distinct discipline. We therefore present a four-stage practical approach that concretely describes the role of the educational neuroscientist and details how neuroscientific knowledge can be practically assessed in the classroom. Using this approach, junior scientists will become empowered to replace the 'bridge' between education and neuroscience with a stronger, distinct Educational Neuroscience highway that is built in parallel to the existing paths.
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Introduction
The use of neuroscience to improve education has often been considered [6, 19] . Neuroscientists and educators have recently begun to evaluate how to transfer brain-based research to the classroom [see 1, 3, 17] . What benefit, if any, can neuroscience add to understanding learning processes, improving educational practices and enhancing student outcomes?
Here we report the analysis and discussions of an international group of junior researchers during the 3rd Latin American School for Education, Cognitive and Neural Sciences (Brazil, 2013) . The school's rigorous selection procedure offers 50 post-doctoral fellows or graduate students the opportunity to work alongside academic leaders from across the globe, to consider the integration of education, cognition and neuroscience. As young professionals in research and practice, we are positioned to propose fresh solutions to the challenges faced in using neuroscientific research to improve education, and in educating world-class neuroscientists. Until now, our perspectives have not been formally voiced.
Our discussions focused on the "bridge" between laboratorybased neuroscience research and education [5] , and led to a fourstage process that encourages educational neuroscientists to apply and translate their research into the classroom. Using this fourstage process, we argue that young laboratory-based scientists will become empowered to replace the bridge metaphor with a stronger, distinct Educational Neuroscience highway that is built in parallel to the existing neuroscience and education paths. This metaphorical highway reflects the notion that educational neuroscience can no longer be thought of as a mere bridge connecting two existing fields, but must be afforded the status of an autonomous discipline. 
